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both formal and informal, family and external jobs, wages or profits (cash or ink, part-time or full-

time), and domestic work for employers outside the family's household (paid or unpaid). 

The majority of child labor (around 70 percent) worldwide, including cotton plantations and rice fields, 

is done in the agricultural sector according to a study by ILO. 

The agriculture sector amounts to a total of 112 million children. Many children are younger, 

highlighting agriculture for children's work. More than three-quarters of every child from 5 to 11 years 

of age work in agriculture. 70% of children are in child labour in agriculture, followed by 20% in 

services and 10% in industry. 

Services and industry account 

for smaller but still significant 

child labor shares. Child labor 

includes domestic labor and 

trade, transportation, and repair 

work for motor cars. Industrial 

child labor includes building, 

mining, and production work. 

While the share of young men 

and women in child labor is 

approximately equal in agriculture, there is greater gender specialization in services and the industry. 

Children in children's labor, including domestic work, are far more likely to be in services and children 

are more likely to be in business.11 

 

Gender Gap: More prevalent among boys than girls 

The gender gap in child labor is narrower for children than for girls at any age, but when 21 hours per 

week of household chores are taken into account. 

                                                
11 supra note 1. 





 

 
 

19 Global Rise in Child Labour during the Pandemic 

The global 2020 estimates for the first time examine how the inclusion of household jobs affects the 

overall estimates of child 

labor and male child labor 

about female child labor. 

The results are remarkable. 

When the definition of child 

labor is increased to include 

21 hours or more a week in 

household work, the 

prevalence of child labor 

increases for both sexes, but 

the rate of women's child labor increases significantly. Consequently, the gender gap in the prevalence 

of child labor has declined by almost half from 2.8% to 1.6%.12 

 

 

Age Factor 

The results of the global estimates show that child labour remains a major concern for children 

between 5 and 17 years old. Of the 160 million child laborers, 89.3 million are children between the 

ages of 5 to 11, 35.6 million are children between the ages of 12 and 14 and 35 million are children 

between the ages of 15 and 17. 

Child labor, in terms of both absolute and percentage, for children aged 12 to 14 and 15 to 17 in the 

past four years has continued to decline. In contrast, child labour in young children aged 5 to 11 years 

rose sharply in the period 2016-2020. There were signs in 2016 that young children progressed slowly. 

The trend today moves in the wrong way. In the four years, hazardous employment accounted for 

approximately two-fifths of all additional child labor between the ages of 5 and 11. 

Persistence and growth among younger children are of particular concern, while children of all ages 

must be prevented from dangerous labor. 

                                                
12 supra note 1. 
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Children between the ages of 5 

and 11 are the largest proportion 

of children's work and represent 

a significant portion of children's 

work. 48% of all child laborers 

are between 5-11 years old, 28% 

are between 12 and 14 years old, 

and 25% fall within the ages of 

15-17 years. 

 

Regions & Countries 

This global estimate masks large differences between regions. In sub-Saharan Africa, the prevalence 

of child labor is 24 percent, the second most prevalent of which is Northern Africa and Western Asia. 

Absolutely, in child labour in Sub-Saharan Africa almost 87 million children are more than combined 

in the rest of the world. 

The pace of progress in different regions has varied dramatically. Since 2008, in Asia and the Pacific 

and Latin America and the Caribbean, the proportion and the number of children in child labour have 

declined consistently.  

In Sub-Saharan Africa, where the number of child labour has increased since 2012, similar progress 

has been uncertain and particularly marked in the last four years as the region accounted for a great 

deal of the world's growth. 

Half the population in the Arab States comprises 280 million children and young adults. The total 

population of children in the region is estimated at 13,4 million, or about 15 percent of all children. 

However, because of the prevalence of child labor, which is difficult to measure, the real level of child 

labor may be considerably higher. Work is of particular concern in the informal urban, seasonal, street, 

household, and other fields. 
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Child labor is prevalent in rural areas  
Estimates of children's work in rural or urban areas are found to be much more common in rural areas 

for the first time in the world's 2020 estimates. There is about three times the prevalence of child 

labour in urban areas. Child labor is mainly carried out in agriculture in rural economies. 

122,7 million children work in rural areas as opposed to 37,3 million children in urban areas. The 

prevalence of child labor is nearly three times higher in rural areas (13.9%) than in urban areas (4.7 

percent). 

 

The largest share of child labour takes place within the families 
The biggest proportion of child labour in families takes place. In family farms or family micro-

enterprises, 72% of children's work and 83% of child labor amongst children 5 to 11 are carried out 

within families. Despite common views of the family as offering a safer environment, family children's 

work is often dangerous. In family-based child labor, over one in four children 5 to 11 and nearly half 

of 12 to 14 years of age have the potential to harm their health, safety, or morals. Most child labor in 

families, especially in the family or family businesses, accounts for 83 percent. 

 

This pandemic has significantly increased the risk of child labor by increasing poverty which is likely 

to increase the dependence of families on child work and by closing the schools which have denied 

families the logical alternative to sending children to work. To reduce these risks, expanded family 

revenue support, child benefits, and other means will be critical in situations of vulnerability. Also, 

back-to-school campaigns and step-up remediation learning will help children to return to their 

schoolrooms and make up for lost learning when conditions permit. 

The COVID-19 crisis has been a strong reminder of the need to cooperate and partner internationally 

to overcome global challenges. It is just as true of the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda, for the 

end of child labor as other key development priorities. The removal of child labor is too important 

for a party to solve on its own. States have to work together under Article 8 of the ILO Worst Forms 

of Child Labor Convention which have been universally ratified (No. 182). 

 

Today, the world is unable to do away with child labour by 2025. Global progress should be almost 

18 times quicker than the rate seen in the past two decades to meet this objective. In 2025 nearly 140 
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million children will be working at children's work without accelerated actions, according to the pre-

COVID-19 projections based on the rate of change from 2008 to 2016. The COVID-19 crisis makes 

this situation even more worrying, with many more children at risk of getting work. In facilitating child 

labor cooperation between government and NGO actors, Alliance 8.7 plays a key role. In 2016, 

Alliance 8.7 groups, governmental groups, multilateral organizations, workers' organizations, 

employer organizations, NGOs, academic bodies, and think tanks launched a global partnership, to 

identify ways to expedite action on objective 8.7. The Alliance focuses on three strategies: research 

and knowledge sharing, innovation promotion, and resources increase and leverage. 

 

Action to stop child labor, following global commitments and objectives, must be implemented 

urgently. In this report, the evidence describes the risks as well as the solutions. The COVID-19 

pandemic amply shows that ambitious measures and investments are necessary when human wellbeing 

is at stake. We have promised children that they will stop working with children. 

 

Here are some overall graphs and statistics: 
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In low-income countries, the highest proportion of children working in child labour. This is no 

surprise, as children's work and national income are closely connected. High child labor, by cutting 

unqualified wages and discouraging technologies that are skill-intensive, is preventing current income 

growth. It also dampens future growth by interfering with education and physical development for 

children, leading to a decreased workforce for adults. Increased national income improves the family's 

ability to live on adequately and face shocks without child labor. 

The International Labour Organisation launched the international year for the elimination of child 

labour is a partnership with the Alliance 8.7 which is a worldwide collaboration for eradicating forced 

labour, slavery, child labour etc. Through the joint initiative Regional, national, and organisational 

stakeholders, as well as individuals, are encouraged to outline tangible steps that they will take by 

December 2021 to help abolish child labour.  They will act in coordination in order to help the children 

get their rights and to make sure that all required steps are taken for the elimination of child labour. 

The International Year will also lay the groundwork for the V Global Conference on Child Labour 

(VGC), which will be held in South Africa in 2022, and at which stakeholders will express their 

opinions and make new commitments to end child labour in all forms by 2025, as well as forced 

labour, human trafficking, and modern slavery by 2030.  







http://www.ourworldindata.org/child-labor




http://www.data.unicef.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/COVID-issue-paper-EN-1_4_2-FINAL.pdf


http://www.livemint.com/news/world/child-labour-swells-for-first-time-in-20-years-un-11623285231842.html
http://www.livemint.com/news/world/child-labour-swells-for-first-time-in-20-years-un-11623285231842.html




http://www.hrw.org/news/2021/05/26/covid-19-pandemic-fueling-child-labor
http://www.hrw.org/report/2021/05/26/i-must-work-eat/covid-19-poverty-and-child-labor-ghana-nepal-and-uganda
http://www.hrw.org/report/2021/05/26/i-must-work-eat/covid-19-poverty-and-child-labor-ghana-nepal-and-uganda


http://www.news.un.org/en/story/2021/06/1093682
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The number of children 

engaged in child labour has 

increased by 8.4 million to 160 

million during 2016. This 

equates to 63 million females 

and 97 million males. It's the 

first rise since the 

International Labour 

Organization began tracking 

20 years ago. At the start of 

2020, 79 million children were 

working in hazardous conditions, up 6.5 million from four years earlier. Employment in risky sectors, 

such as mining, or working with heavy machinery, is considered hazardous work. Population growth, 

acute poverty, and insufficient social safety measures have resulted in an increase of 16.6 million 

children in child employment in Sub-Saharan Africa over the last four years. COVID-19's additional 

economic shocks and school closures imply that children currently working as minors may be working 

longer hours or in worsening circumstances, and many more may be driven into the worst kinds of 

child labour as a result of employment and income loses among vulnerable people. According to the 

research, by the end of 2022, the pandemic would have forced 9 million more children into child 

labour throughout the world. 
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Child Labor in 2020: Global Estimate, Trends, and the Road Ahead 

11.2 percent of all boys work as children, compared to 7.8 percent of all girls. In terms of absolute 

numbers, boys outnumber girls by 34 million. The gender difference in frequency between boys and 

girls aged 5 to 14 is nearly half when the definition of child labour is expanded to include domestic 

tasks for 21 hours or more per week. Boys and girls are exposed to various dangers and hazards as a 

result of the current division of labour: 

Boys are more likely to be responsible for operating machinery, using sharp instruments, and spraying 

chemicals in farming, and they are more likely to be subjected to amputations, wounds and burns, 

pesticide poisonings, and other negative health consequences. Girls are frequently tasked with carrying 

water, collecting and transporting wood, putting themselves at danger of musculoskeletal injury, 

exhaustion, and sexual assault. 

Child labour affects 122.7 million rural children and 37.3 million urban youngsters. Child labour is 

nearly three times as prevalent in rural regions (13.9%) than it is in metropolitan areas (4.7 per cent). 

Fig: Employment and tasks, working conditions and hours, and educational possibilities are rose significantly by gender 
roles and birth order. At all ages, boys are more likely to be involved in child labour then girls. 
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Child labour is much more 

common in rural areas. In 

India, 3.9 percent of children 

under the age of 14 were 

involved in child labour in 

2011. However, in certain 

states, such as Nagaland (13.2 

percent), Himachal Pradesh 

(10.3 percent), and Sikkim, the 

percentage was significantly 

higher (8.5 percent). The 

number of working youngsters 

in the United States decreased 

from 5% in 2001 to 3.9 percent in 2011, but the kind of employment changed more dramatically. 

Child labour is concentrated on farms across the world, and this is especially true in India, where 60 

percent of working children are involved in agriculture-related activities. 

 
Fig: Child labour is commonly linked 

to a child's absence from school. 

Despite being inside the age 

range for obligatory 

education, a substantial 

number of younger children 

in child labour are excluded 

from school. Over a quarter 

of children aged 5 to 11 and 

more than a third of youngsters aged 12 to 14 who work as children are not in school.We know that 

poverty forces children to work, but when children leave school early to work, they are more likely to 

wind up in jobs that limit their opportunities to escape poverty. 

Fig: In rural places, child labour is significantly more frequent. 
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During 
Pandemic. 

U.A.E  13.4   
Million 

15%  Uncertain -  - 

Lebanon  60%  36% Yes, 
Growth has 

been 
Detected in 

Female 
More   

Then Male. 

67%  76.8% 

Turkmenistan % of Child   
Labour was 
seen only in   
Agriculture 

Sector. 
Data is 

Uncertain. 

Uncertain No Data   
Available  

-  - 

Oman  Uncertain 
but Yes 

Children are   
Engaged in 

Child 
Labour 

Uncertain No Data   
Available. 

-  - 

Bhutan Uncertain 
but Yes 

Children are   
Engaged in 

Child 
Labour 

Uncertain No Data   
Available. 

-  - 

Nepal  1.1   
Million 

No Data 
Availabe 

Yes, Growth   
Increased at   

Tipping 
Point   

During 
Pandemic, 
Agriculture 

Sector   
Contribute 

85% 

-  - 

Vietnam  1.75   
Million 

- Yes, Growth   
Increased at   

-  - 



 

 
 

45 Global Rise in Child Labour during the Pandemic 

Tipping 
Point   

During 
Pandemic 

Iran  11%  1.7   
Million 

Yes, Growth   
Increased at   

Tipping 
Point   

During 
Pandemic 

-  - 

Iraq  575,000  7.3%  Yes, Growth   
Increased at   

Tipping 
Point   

During 
Pandemic 

-  - 

Saudi   
Arabia 

9.6%  13.4   
Million 

No Data   
Available. 

-  - 

Malaysia  Existence of 
Child 

Labour is 
Uncertain 

No Data 
Available. 

No Data   
Available. 

-  - 

Pakistan  12.5   
Million  

No Data 
Found. 

No Data   
Available 

61%  - 

Japan  Existence of 
Child 

Labour is 
Uncertain 

No Such 
Data 

Found 

No Data   
Available. 

-  - 

 
Mayanmar 

1.1   
Million  

73   
Million 

Yes, Growth 
has been 

detected in 
Agriculture 

& Trade  

53%  47% 

Sri Lanka  4.5   
Million  

Uncertain No Data   
Available 

-  - 

Kuwait  No Data.  No Data.  No Data.  -  - 

Mongolia  10%  Uncertain. No Data.  -  - 

Qatar  0.1%  No Data.  No Data.  -  - 
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Timor Leste  Uncertain 
but Yes 

Children are   
Engaged in 

Child 
Labour 

No Data 
Available. 

No Data.  -  - 

Indonesia  3.7%  Not available  No, but it 
sets target 

to withdraw   
9000 children 

from child 
labour. 

-  - 

Burnei No Data  No Data  No Data  -  - 

Bangladesh  5 million  Yes, 
approx. 3 
million 

13  60  

Philippines  4%  Yes, 4%  67  - - 

Turkey  16.4 million  Yes, 16   
million 

- - - 

North Korea  Not available  Yes,   
Exploiting 
children for 
10 years in 

construction 
brigades 

-  - - 

Yemen  Not available  Yes, it   
reached a   
breaking   

point. 

-  - - 

China  Not available  Yes, 80000   
Uyghurs   

forced into   
child 

labour.  

-  - - 

Afghanistan  50% of   
afghan   

families 

Yes, 
growth 

has been 
at tipping 
point due 

to 
COVID. 

86.04  13.96 - 
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Uzbekistan  14% forced 
labour 

Yes, about   
8% 

-  -  

Thailand  Not available  no  -  -  

Kazakhstan  Not available  Yes, data is   
not available 
but there is a 

slight 
increase of 
child labour 

in cotton 
farm. 

-  -  

South Korea Not available  -  -  -  

Cambodia  Not available  Yes, it is   
ranked 
28th in 
highest 

risk   
south Asian   

counties   
suffering   

from child   
labour. 

-  -  

Azerbaijan  Not available  No  -  -  

Tajikistan  Not available  No  -  -  

Laos  1,78000  Not available  Yes, child   
labour can 
be seen in 

fields 
amidst this   
pandemic.  

81000  960000 

Kyrgyzstan  33.9%  Not available  No  -  - 
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broad description of the average hours spent by both by girls and boys separately and can be inferred 

that even though there is quite an apparent change from country to country basis, girls are more 

relatively involved under child labour than boys. This table shows a broad perspective of working 

children from country to country basis. Subsequently this quantitative data-based figure can be cut 

down to a narrower scale by including various socio-economics features of a family.   

Average Household Size Worldwide 

 

 Countries having large household size:

1. Afghanistan- 8.0 

2. Guinea- 6.2 

3. Iraq- 6.3 

4. Marshall Islands- 6.8 
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Legal Status and Nationality 

Official identification and access to services such as schooling are denied to children who are not 

enrolled by birth. Furthermore, parents and children may be prevented from being educated due to 

the cost and complexity of acquiring a children's birth certificate. In several Gulf nations, children of 

migrants may have no rights to free education, whereas citizens are children who may be discriminated 

against in their own country if they live outside their own country. In consequence, children are more 

likely to be working in all three categories. The unlawful status, particularly since they cannot attend 

school, of children trafficked over geographical borders and children of illegal migrants, renders them 

vulnerable to exploitation and abuse. As we have mentioned, children from migrants, refugees, 

internally displaced people, asylum seekers, and minority groups are not just more likely to work. In 

cases when such vulnerable children do not function and their national counterparts are not working, 

prejudice is likely to occur in that country since they do not have the rights and abilities to do so in 

comparison to nationals. When children who are being trafficked are collected by national authorities, 

they might be detained, accused of unlawful residence and criminal acts. This often leads to the 

criminalization of trafficked children, while their recruiters, traffickers, and intermediaries are free. In 

addition, many trafficked children in the criminal court system will not be treated as juveniles. Other 

children whose employment is considered unlawful can likewise be penalized and criminalized and 

their vulnerability might be increased. This might also put kids in the sight of systems of justice that 

are all too frequently unfit to deal with children and their specific challenges.250 

Footnote: They are more prone than their parents to be exploited more frequently, such as lower pay 

and/or working conditions. 

Discrimination amongst Child Labour 

Discrimination also occurs among children's workers. Older children may prejudice against children 

of a different caste, children of a foreign or minority nature. there might be a blooming order according 

to age, sex, and region in a family with more than one child domestic worker. 251 

                                                
250 supra note 238. 
251 supra note 239. 
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Adolescents Version 

I began helping my parents financially once I left school. From early morning to afternoon I collect garbage. I collect. I 

give my parents the money that I earn to purchase food so that we can survive and send my brother to school. 

I feel like I want to cry when I watch my pals going to school. Occasionally, I dream, I imagine in school. Well, now, no 

longer, I used to attend school. I'm working amongst the trash. 

One day, until the sun went down, I gathered trash. When I arrived home eventually, my parents informed me my 

younger brother didn't want to go to school. I've been mistaken. I could do nothing but pray that my little brother will 

return to school as he did before, hopefully.255 

 - a scavenger girl from Pancur Batu, Medan, Indonesia 

 

God gifted me with this, therefore I must work like this. Something else I can't do. . . I can't do it. It is inscribed on my 

skull and this cannot be changed by anyone. So we don't know what else to do. I was born in this neighborhood. This 

and nothing else we have to do.  But there is no other option. I don't want to go into the looms. I don't want to. 

- Vimali T., a fifteen-year-old low-caste girl, bonded to a loom owner for Rs. 8,000, Kanchipuram, 
Karnataka, March 21, 2002.256 

 

Tobacco is the toughest of all our crops. You become weary. You get exhausted. It removes your energy. You become sick, 

but then the next day you have to go back to the tobacco. 

- Dario A., 16-year-old Tobacco worker, Kentucky, September 2013257 

                                                
255 Edelweiss F. Silan, Child Labor in Asia: A Review, Sep. 2001, 
www.hurights.or.jp/archives/focus/section2/2001/09/child-labor-in-asia-a-review.html. 
256 Supra note 96. 
257Tobacco hidden children: Hazardous child labor in united states tobacco farming, human rights watch 
May 13, 2014,www.hrw.org/report/2014/05/13/tobaccos-hidden-children/hazardous-child-labor-united-
states-tobacco-farming.  
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https://www.hrw.org/report/2014/05/13/tobaccos-hidden-children/hazardous-child-labor-united-states-tobacco-farming
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11. Manufacturing agarbatti 

12. Automobile repairs and maintenance 

13. Brick kilns and roof tiles 

14. Production of hosiery goods 

15. Manufacturing of detergent 

16. Jute textile manufacture 

17. Manufacturing in lime kilns 

18. Manufacturing and processing related to exposure of lead material 

19. Manufacturing of glass materials such as bangles, bulbs and other glass products 

20. Manufacture of dye and dye stuffs 

21. Manufacturing and processing of pesticides and insecticides 

22. Manufacturing of burning coals and coal briquettes 

23.  Sports products which involve synthetic material, chemicals and leather. 

24. Processing of fibreglass and plastics 

25. Industries of poteries and ceramic 

26. Manufacturing of brass products in all the forms 

27. Manufacturing, skinning, dyeing of leather products 

28. Crushing with breaking of stones 

29. Processing and manufacturing of tobacco in every different forms 
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Measures aimed at preventing the trafficking of children include increased educational opportunities 

for disadvantaged children, particularly girls; support to families at risk, appropriate social welfare, 

training of law enforcement officials and judicial authorities. It is also essential to raise awareness of 

the media, communities and families on the rights of child victims of any form of trafficking. 

ICPF report warns of sharp rise in demand for online child pornography during lockdown. 

Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children 

Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children, including child prostitution, child 

pornography and any other child sexual abuse material.  

The UN Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children is mandated to analyses 

the root causes of sale and sexual exploitation of children, identify new patterns of the phenomena, 

exchange good practices to combat it, promote measures to prevent it, and make recommendations 

for the rehabilitation of child victims of sale and sexual exploitation. The mandate of the Special 

Rapporteur was created in 1990 and is the only mandate of the UN Special procedures system with 

an exclusive focus on children. 

Online child sex abuse spiked by 31% in 2020, Figures from the National Center for Missing and Exploited 

Children (NCMEC) showed a 31% increase in the number of images of child sexual abuse reported 

to them in 2020.The figure was up by around 5 million, from 16 million reports in 2020 to 21 million 

in 2021, said Yiota Souras, the lead counsel at the NCMEC. In 2019, Facebook recorded more child 

sexual abuse material than any other tech company, and was responsible for around 99% of all reports 

to the NCMEC. 

Though a breakdown of the 2020 NCMEC figures is not yet available, Facebook said that it detected 

13 million images on Facebook and Instagram from July to September alone. The figure indicates that 

the problem is still rampant, and may be worsening. 

COVID-19 pushed victims of child trafficking and exploitation into further 
isolation: Save the Children 
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In Cambodia in July 1999 the Cambodian National Council for Children has launched a national 5-

year plan against child sexual exploitation and trafficking. 

 

Legal Framework on Child Pornography 

Child pornography laws give seriously punishments to makers and wholesalers in practically all 

Western social orders, ordinarily including imprisonment, with shorter length of sentences for non-

business appropriation relying upon the degree and substance of the material circulated. India had 

hindered around 857 explicit sites in 2015 in view of the worries about child pornography. This specific 

choice was taken under the Information Technology Act and in consonance with Article 19(2) of the 

Constitution of India that permits the legislature to force limitations on the grounds of conventionality 

and profound quality. In any case, this total boycott was later lifted and just executed to those sites 

containing child pornography. As of late, again with the Department of Telecom has prohibited 827 

destinations because of unlawful substance on sites. Current issues in the field of protection of 

children are closely associated with rise in accessibility and usage of information and communication 

technologies (ICTs). The use of technology and the accessibility to internet services have increased 

worldwide. There must be an a urgent need to address the upcoming threat related to technology 

which impose new risks for the exploitation and abuse of children, as culprits misuse modern 

communication technologies to facilitate child sexual abuse. Therefore, states have to develop tailor-

made instruments to tackle the specific dangers related to the use of ICTs by children. Sexual 

maltreatment among children in India has become wildly throughout the years, and an ongoing report 

by the Ministry of Women and Child Development expressing that over half of children have been 

manhandled comes as an eye-opener. Sexual maltreatment of children has not been another wonder, 

yet has won in the public eye for quite a while. Notwithstanding, the endeavors to check this marvel 

have been negligible, prompting an ascent in child sexual maltreatment. 

Considerably after rehashed request by different partners to sanction another law to ensure children, 

such requests failed to be noticed. At last, the Government of India in the wake of setting up a draft 

Bill in the year 2006 passed the Protection of Children from Sexual Offenses Act, 2012. This 
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manhandling a minor utilizing revolting and profane language; and interbreeding which is the 

commission of a sexual offense by a grown-up or a child who is a relative through ties of appropriation. 

In this manner, this was the main enactment of India constrained to Goa, where there were exceptional 

laws to shield children from sexual maltreatment. 

The absence of satisfactory laws was likewise referenced in different cases under the watchful eye of 

the Supreme Court of India. In India the applicants needed the intra-State dealing of small children, 

their subjugation and coercive repressions, customary inappropriate behavior and maltreatment to be 

made cognizable under the Indian Penal Code. The Supreme Court of India likewise made a referral 

to the Law Commission of India on issues of child sexual maltreatment. 

The Law Commission expressed that the instances of penile entrance were secured under Section 375, 

the unnatural offenses, for example, fleshly intercourse against the request for nature with any man, 

lady or creature were taken consideration by Section 377 and the infiltration of finger or lifeless thing 

into the vagina or rear-end against the desire of a lady or female child would be secured by Section 

354. 

The avocation given by the Law Commission was that the gravity of these different offenses were 

extraordinary and in this way, the offenses referenced under Sections 354 and 377 ought not be 

brought under the proviso of assault or be given such unforgiving discipline and consequently there 

was no compelling reason to carry any new law into the image. In any case, one feels that all the 

previously mentioned offenses are egregious and there ought to be stricter discipline forced on such 

guilty parties. 

Without stricter rules for unfortunate casualty security, the Supreme Court itself detailed different 

rules for the assault injured individual. The court expressed that because of the actuation of 

extraordinary dread or because of the stunned State of the person in question; the injured individual 

will most likely be unable to give full subtleties of the episode, which may prompt an unnatural birth 

cycle of equity. The inquiries in this way presented to the unfortunate casualty in court may prompt 

shame of the person in question, because of which an injured individual may not be agreeable, and 

subsequently, the Court asked the Presiding Officer instead of the restricting direction to offer the 

pertinent conversation starters to the person in question. 
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Fig: Sexual violence 

against children affects 

both mentally and 

physically to the 

children.327 

 

 

Around 85 million 

child labours are working in hazardous condition, forced child labour, child trafficking, and bonded 

labour. 

Other Works 

Mining: it is one of the most dangerous jobs across the world; unfortunately, one million children 

are working in mines in appalling conditions that can cause serious injuries and also death to the 

worker. 

 

Fig: Children working at a mine 

site in Burkina, Faso.328 

 

                                                
327 Representing Image (UNICEF) 
<www.unicef.org/sites/default/files/styles/hero_desktop/public/UN014958.jpg> accessed 3 September 
2021. 
328 Image Representation (UNICEF) 
<www.unicef.org/sites/default/files/styles/press_release_feature/public/Pic.JPG> accessed 3 September 
2021. 
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was expected before, reflecting the greater-than-expected interruption to domestic activity. As a result 

of social distances and lock-downs, private consumption would  be weaker, also there would be an 

increase in cautionary savings. 

It was predicted that in the second 

quarter of 2020, global activity was 

expected to be small and recover 

later. It was anticipated that growth 

would increase by 5.4% in 2021. 

Consumption was projected to 

increase gradually in 2021 and 

investment to strengthen, but it will 

continue to diminish. (Figure 1 of 

the IMF report). 

A reversal in the progress on 

poverty reduction was predicted. In 

recent years, the share of the 

world's poor population has fallen 

below 10%. This progress has 

become jeopardized by the 

COVID-19 problem, which 

forecasts negative growth in per capita income in 2020 for over 90 per cent of the emerging and 

developing economies. Lockdowns have resulted in unemployment and abrupt loss of income for 

many of those employees in nations with substantial levels of informal employment. In addition, the 

UN Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization estimates that almost 1.2 billion pupils 

(approximately 70% of the world's total) had received widespread school closures in roughly 150 

nations at the end of May globally. This will lead to severe learning loss with disproportionately 

unfavorable repercussions in low- income nations on earnings potential for youngsters. 

As for the global labour market, the significant fall in activity has had a detrimental effect. However, 

there are countries (mostly in Europe) that have been able to minimize the consequences through the 
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implementation of successful short-term labour plans. Yet according to ILO, a reduction of 130 

million full-time jobs was lost in 2020: Q1 compared to 2019: Q4. More than 300 million full-time 

jobs could be lost in 2020: Q2.  

In 2020 Q2, the decline is equivalent to more than 300 million full-time jobs. Where economies have 

been reopening, activity may have dipped in April, as evidenced by the May employment statistics for 

the United States, where furloughed workers are returning to work in those of the industries most 

affected by the closure. Low-skilled workers who cannot work from home have been hurt the hardest. 

In certain nations, women in lower-income categories seem to have been hit harder than men. The 
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https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_747583/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/27/world/asia/coronavirus-education-child-labor.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/economy/2021/6/10/child-labour-on-the-rise-for-the-first-time-since-2000-un
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/05/26/covid-19-pandemic-fueling-child-labor
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/05/26/covid-19-pandemic-fueling-child-labor


https://www.unicefusa.org/mission/covid-19
https://www.unicefusa.org/stories/getting-students-back-school-safely-during-covid-19-pandemic/37740
https://www.unicefusa.org/stories/getting-students-back-school-safely-during-covid-19-pandemic/37740
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/27/world/asia/coronavirus-education-child-labor.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/27/world/asia/coronavirus-education-child-labor.html
https://www.unicefusa.org/mission/covid-19
https://www.unicefusa.org/mission/covid-19
https://www.unicefusa.org/mission/covid-19
https://www.unicefusa.org/stories/why-child-labor-cannot-be-forgotten-during-covid-19/37390


https://www.unicefusa.org/stories/getting-students-back-school-safely-during-covid-19-pandemic/37740
https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse


https://news.trust.org/item/20200611231733-4gsqi
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_norm/---ipec/documents/publication/wcms_747421.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_norm/---ipec/documents/publication/wcms_747421.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_norm/---ipec/documents/publication/wcms_747421.pdf
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/millions-of-children-may-be-pushed-to-work-due-to-covid/story-8m1Z3Tqe9DxfC4Zq2wQDcJ.html


https://www.livemint.com/politics/policy/covid-19-ilo-urges-india-to-safeguard-children-from-falling-into-child-labour-11591966529812.html
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/children-should-not-fall-into-the-trap-of-child-labour-post-covid-19-outbreak-ilo/articleshow/76335671.cms?from=mdr
https://www.hrw.org/asia/nepal
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/05/26/nepal-covid-19-pandemic-fueling-child-labor


https://labour.gov.in/sites/default/files/THE%20CHILD%20LABOUR%20%28PROHIBITION%20AND%20REGULATION%29%20AMENDMENT%20ACT%2C%202016.pdf
https://bba.org.in/


https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/child-labour-day-sees-increase-in-cases/article34792168.ece
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#STATEOrphans 

Over the last year - because COVID-19 changed dramatically the architecture of our lives - there were 

reports of children being pushed as child labor at schools for rice, wheat, cotton, or vegetable farms 

for the sake of closure, absence of a midday meal program, and protective measures. 

Maharashtra is the worst-affected state in this period, with 7,084 children orphaned, abandoned, or 

lost their parents, mainmast because of coronavirus. The NCPCR stated that Uttar Pradesh (3,172), 

Rajasthan (2482), Haryana (2,438), Madhya Pradesh (2,243), Andhra Pradesh (2,089), Kerala (2,002), 

Bihar (1,634), and Odisha are other states that reported significant figures (1,073). 

The report added, out of 7,084 children in Maharashtra, 6,865 lost 1 parent, 217 lost and 2 abandoned 

children and Madhya Pradesh ranks above the diagram where 226 lost their lives. 

A great many children were between the ages of 8-13 throughout the country. NCPCR revealed that 

11,815 children were either dropped, lost, or orphaned in this age range. Further affected 2,902 

youngsters between 0 and 3 years, 5,107 in groups from 4 to 7 years, 4,908 in groups from 14 to 15 

years. The report says that minors 16 to under 18 years old are 5,339. 

Different state administrations publicized their aid actions for orphaned children during the outbreak. 

The Maharashtra administration said fixed Rs 5 lakh deposits would be made on behalf of children 

who lost one or both parents to COVID-19. They also receive a monthly Rs 1,125 allowance. Punjab 

declared that it would offer Rs 1.500 for all those children orphaned in the COVID-19 pandemic 

monthly as a social security pension and free education up to graduation. 

The government of Rajasthan assured the orphans to be relieved by nodal officials. And Karnataka 

has declared that it will distribute the Rs 3,500 to guardians/guardians of these children per month, 

under a special Bal Seva initiative. Youngsters below the age of 10 who do not have guardians will 

receive a free laptop or tablet and will be enrolled and accepted for residential modeling schools and 

children who have finished class 10. Rs 1 lakh is paid for marriage, university education, and/or self-

employment for women who have completed 21 years. 



https://www.thehindu.com/society/thousands-of-children-have-lost-parents-to-covid-19-we-urgently-need-a-system-to-care-for-them/article34787691.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/society/thousands-of-children-have-lost-parents-to-covid-19-we-urgently-need-a-system-to-care-for-them/article34787691.ece
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A series of grim numbers were presented to the Supreme Court on 7 June by the National Commission 

for the Protection of Children's Rights (NCPCR). In India, 30,071 children were registered in an 

epidemic between April 1, 2020, and June 5, 2021, of whose pandemic 3,621 lost the two parents, 

26,176 lost the same family and 274 abandoned the child. These figures were reported officially on 

the late-flowing reports from kids who had no one left to care for as the second wave of the pandemic 

decimated entire families based on data uploaded by States and the Union Territories to the Bal Swaraj 

portal. 

Nationwide Database 

The Delhi-based NGO Center for Child Rights is a nationwide database of orphaned or protected 

children and an evaluation of their needs. "Any parents who died at home, not only hospitals, must 

be taken into account in the database. The risk of child labor, marriage, or other abuse and exploitation 

for hundreds of children could arise if they were not kept without caregivers," says Bharti Ali co-

founder of HAQ.  

For children orphaned by pandemics, Ali argues for a systemic kinship/promoting care system with 

government sponsorship. She says, ideally, adoption should be the last choice. "The first option should 

always be to ensure that the child has a large family or community, parental care, and safeguards. 

Children who are already traumatized by their parents' loss must be in a familiar, knowledgeable 

environment. 

And although there is no large family, we often see following natural disasters such as the tsunami or 

cyclones that local community members may be willing to care for the child." When it is established 

after inquiries that nobody cares for a child, the child is legally declared free to adopt. The Central 

Adoption Resource Authority shall regulate the adoption (CARA). 

In the event of a pandemic, CARA could assist children eligible for adoption by finding foster families, 

says Ali. 'Adoption is about permanence, not just for the sake of the parents, but for the sake of the 

child. But kids who don't have one need immediate care. Why not foster them until an adoption 

happens," she asks. 
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A public notice issued mid-May detailed the legal procedure for children who lost their parents to the 

COVID-19 in the Ministry of Women and Children Development. The Child Welfare Committee 

concerned must identify the immediate needs of the child and either restore the child to caregivers or 

place him/her on a case-by-case basis in institutional or non-institutional care. It said efforts would 

be made to ensure children's safety as much as possible in their family and community environment. 

In the context of child protection, proceedings against illegal adoptions, and financial aid for children, 

several orders have been issued by the Supreme Court. 

Financial Schemes Involved 

On 29th May, the Centre, with an average of 10 lakhs each child reaches 18, announced a special 'PM 

Cares for children' schème for COVID-19 orphans. The government is also providing school 

education for these children, and PM CARES paid the premium to cover aid 5 lakh until they turned 

18 years of age. However, details of this arrangement are not yet public and on June 7 the Center 

requested more time from the Supreme Court to develop the 'modality.' Several states have also 

announced financial plans and education policies for orphaned children. 

The notification states that pupils are entitled to accept the Fund for uniforms, textbooks, and 

notebooks at recognized state-owned institutions like the Kendriya Vidyalayas, Navodaya School, and 

the Sainik School, etc. The help from the PM Cares Fund significantly leaves out significant day-to-

day expenses or the child's requirements! 

However, Ali has raised some issues that need to be addressed. She says The government must ensure 

that adequate budgets are in place for orphaned children and that the families taking them get the aid 

they need. In general, she says institutional care budgets are bigger than non-institutional care budgets 

and this must be changed. "In a family environment, non-institutional care is much better for children. 

If the government pays for a child's expenses as monthly payments, much more families familiar with 

the children can receive them. 

However, she added there are still certain concerns that need priority addressing. "Who will be the 

child's guardian till the majority of them," Ali asks. Moreover, most kids do not own bank accounts, 



https://www.indiaspend.com/covid-19/what-calls-for-adopting-covid-orphans-are-missing-752632






 

 
 

208 Of Dim Futures and Hope 

Finally, a growing minority of children with separate parents have common custody, with children 

between two homes alternating (OECD, 2019). The confining of children may interfere with access 

arrangements, and some children will not see a parent for longer than usual periods that may create 

anxiety and emotional insecurity for children and cause conflict between parents. For example, one 

parent who is exposed to the virus in a single parent can see his or her children removed from their 

home and temporary custody is given to the other parent by a court decision (Twohey, 2020). 

A growing number of children left without one or both parents as well as other caregivers such as 

grandparents are attributed to the increasing number of dead from COVID-19. In particular, child 

care, traffickers, and other forms of exploitation are vulnerable to child labor. 

Evidence from past crises indicates that families are highly likely to experience severe health shocks 

when health systems are in resource and social protection mechanisms do not exist. 70 Many 

employees, and in particular those in the informal sector, can only continue to work and increase their 

risk of illness. The loss of a household breadwinner or pension beneficiary may exacerbate the 

catastrophic health costs for households. Then child labor is turned into a strategy for survival. In 

particular, girls can play a more important role in taking care of households that are ill. 

It is not unusual for children to take over their work when adult household members get sick or die. 

Maternal death leads to the necessity of work in the home. A recent study in Mali has shown how the 

disease of female families leads to certain tasks for children. However, mothers often play a role as 

monitoring to ensure that children continue in school, while children's jobs and that of their mothers 

usually have close connections. 

Paternal morbidity and death can also have an influence. When the dad provides, the children can take 

that role, a study has shown in Bangladesh and the UK. A study from Nepal has shown that paternal 

disability and death have been the strongest predictor of infant infections into the most severe forms 

of child labor. 

The present situation is atypical, as children may not be easily accessible from outside income-

generating activities because of economic contraction and lock-outs. However, some kids are being 

pushed into other tasks. Anecdotal evidence from various countries shows that children do not suffer 

as a result of COVID-19, and are employed instead of adults. They take care of sick families and shop 





https://www.ilo.org/moscow/areas-of-work/child-labour/WCMS_248984/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/moscow/areas-of-work/child-labour/WCMS_248984/lang--en/index.htm


https://www.unicef.org/media/70261/file/COVID-19-and-Child-labour-2020.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/media/70261/file/COVID-19-and-Child-labour-2020.pdf






http://www.jstor.org/stable/resrep15866.5


https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/69/L.85&Lang=E
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and productive employment and decent work for all 

Goal 9: Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable 

industrialization and foster innovation 

Goal 10: Reduce inequality within and among countries 

Goal 11: Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and 

sustainable 

Goal 12: Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns 

Goal 13: Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts 

Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources 

for sustainable development 

Goal 15: Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial 

ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and 

reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss 

Goal 16: Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable 

development, provide access to justice for all and build effective, accountable 

and inclusive institutions at all levels 

Goal 17: Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the Global 

Partnership for Sustainable Development 



https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/dw4sd/themes/child-labour/lang--en/index.htm
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/99847/pandemic-may-push-zero-child-labour-2025-goal-further-away-if-we-do-not-act_en
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/99847/pandemic-may-push-zero-child-labour-2025-goal-further-away-if-we-do-not-act_en


https://www.unicef.org/jordan/press-releases/call-renewed-collective-commitment-ending-worse-forms-child-labour-2025
https://www.government.nl/documents/media-articles/2019/05/23/new-program-work-no-child%E2%80%99s-business
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/---publ/documents/publication/wcms_456960.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/---publ/documents/publication/wcms_456960.pdf
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The table given below shows the percentage of children between the age of 5-14 years, involved in 

child labor when the survey was taken in 193 countries. This goal was covered under SDG 16: Peace, 

Justice and strong Institutions. 

For the survey a child was considered to be involved in child labor when conditions: (a) when children 

(5-11 years) during a week, did at least one hour of economic activity or at least 28 hours of household 

chores, or when (b) children (12-14 years) during the week, did at least 14 hours of economic activity 

or at least 28 hours of household chores.421 

Assumption: 0% child labor for high-income countries for which no data was reported.422   

 Table: Children involved in child labor (% of population aged 5 to 14) 

S.No. Country Value Year 

1 Afghanistan 16.6 2014 

2 Albania 2.8 2010 

3 Algeria 3.7 2013 

4 Andorra NA NA 

5 Angola 9.7 2016 

6 Antigua and Barbuda NA NA 

                                                
421 supra note 416. 
422 supra note 418. 
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7 Argentina NA NA 

8 Armenia 3.9 2015 

9 Australia 0.0 2019 

10 Austria 0.0 2019 

11 Azerbaijan NA NA 

12 The Bahamas NA NA 

13 Bahrain NA NA 

14 Bangladesh 5.9 2019 

15 Barbados 1.2 2012 

16 Belarus 1.0 2012 

17 Belgium 0.0 2019 

18 Belize 2.2 2013 

19 Benin 17.0 2018 

20 Bhutan 1.7 2010 
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21 Bolivia 12.3 2019 

22 Bosnia and Herzegovina NA NA 

23 Botswana NA NA 

24 Brazil 3.4 2015 

25 Brunei Darussalam NA NA 

26 Bulgaria NA NA 

27 Burkina Faso 35.1 2010 

28 Burundi 20.5 2017 

29 Cabo Verde NA NA 

30 Cambodia 11.5 2012 

31 Cameroon 33.4 2014 

32 Canada 0.0 2019 

33 Central African Republic 22.2 2010 

34 Chad 31.9 2015 
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35 Chile 2.3 2012 

36 China NA NA 

37 Colombia 2.9 2017 

38 Comoros 20.4 2012 

39 Congo, Democratic Republic 

of the 

9.2 2018 

40 Congo, Republic of 10.8 2015 

41 Costa Rica 3.4 2018 

42 Côte D'ivoire 17.5 2016 

43 Croatia NA NA 

44 Cuba NA NA 

45 Cyprus NA NA 

46 Czech Republic 0.0 2019 

47 Denmark 0.0 2019 
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48 Djibouti NA NA 

49 Dominica NA NA 

50 Dominican Republic 5.6 2014 

51 Ecuador 4.9 2019 

52 Egypt, Arab Republic of 3.6 2019 

53 El Salvador 3.5 2019 

54 Equatorial Guinea NA NA 

55 Eritrea NA NA 

56 Estonia 0.0 2019 

57 Eswatini 6.1 2010 

58 Ethiopia 40.5 2015 

59 Fiji NA NA 

60 Finland 0.0 2019 

61 France 0.0 2019 
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62 Gabon 14.5 2012 

63 The Gambia 13.6 2018 

64 Georgia 1.5 2015 

65 Germany 0.0 2019 

66 Ghana 14.8 2018 

67 Greece 0.0 2019 

68 Grenada NA NA 

69 Guatemala 8.1 2013 

70 Guinea 19.5 2016 

71 Guinea-Bissau 14.9 2019 

72 Guyana 9.6 2014 

73 Haiti 21.6 2012 

74 Hondurus 8.0 2014 

75 Hungary 0.0 2019 



 

 
 

226 Of Dim Futures and Hope 

76 Iceland 0.0 2019 

77 India 4.3 2012 

78 Indonesia NA NA 

79 Iran, Islamic Republic of NA NA 

80 Iraq 3.1 2018 

81 Ireland 0.0 2019 

82 Israel 0.0 2019 

83 Italy 0.0 2019 

84 Jamaica 2.7 2016 

85 Japan 0.0 2019 

86 Jordan 1.2 2016 

87 Kazakhstan NA NA 

88 Kenya NA NA 

89 Kiribati 7.1 2019 





 

 
 

228 Of Dim Futures and Hope 

103 Madagascar 29.8 2018 

104 Malawi 16.6 2014 

105 Malaysia NA NA 

106 Maldives NA NA 

107 Mali 10.4 2017 

108 Malta NA NA 

109 Marshall Islands NA NA 

110 Mauritania 12.6 2015 

111 Mauritius NA NA 

112 Mexico 3.6 2017 

113 Micronesia, Federated States 

of 

NA NA 

114 Moldova NA NA 

115 Monaco NA NA 
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116 Mongolia 7.9 2018 

117 Montenegro 7.7 2018 

118 Morocco NA NA 

119 Mozambique NA NA 

120 Myanmar 8.1 2015 

121 Namibia NA NA 

122 Nauru NA NA 

123 Nepal 10.0 2014 

124 Netherlands 0.0 2019 

125 New Zealand 0.0 2019 

126 Nicaragua 25.9 2012 

127 Niger 28.8 2012 

128 Nigeria 28.7 2017 

129 North Macedonia 2.4 2019 
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130 Norway 0.0 2019 

131 Oman NA NA 

132 Pakistan 9.0 2018 

133 Palua NA NA 

134 Panama 2.2 2016 

135 Papua New Guinea NA NA 

136 Paraguay 15.5 2016 

137 Peru 13.3 2015 

138 Philippines 4.3 2011 

139 Poland 0.0 2019 

140 Portugal 0.0 2019 

141 Qatar NA NA 

142 Romania NA NA 

143 Russian Federation NA NA 
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144 Rwanda 3.5 2017 

145 Samoa NA NA 

146 San Marino NA NA 

147 Sao Tome and Principe 12.8 2014 

148 Saudi Arabia NA NA 

149 Senegal 17.1 2016 

150 Serbia 9.1 2019 

151 Seychelles NA NA 

152 Sierra Leone 21.0 2017 

153 Singapore NA NA 

154 Slovak Republic 0.0 2019 

155 Slovenia 0.0 2019 

156 Solomon Islands 13.8 2015 

157 Somalia NA NA 
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158 South Africa 1.9 2015 

159 South Sudan NA NA 

160 Spain 0.0 2019 

161 Sri Lanka 0.8 2016 

162 St. Kitts and Nevis NA NA 

163 St. Lucia 1.9 2012 

164 St. Vincent and The 

Grenadines 

NA NA 

165 Sudan 15.3 2014 

166 Suriname 3.4 2018 

167 Sweden 0.0 2019 

168 Switzerland 0.0 2019 

169 Syrian Arab Republic NA NA 

170 Tajikistan NA NA 
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171 Tanzania 22.8 2014 

172 Thailand NA NA 

173 Timor-Leste 7.2 2016 

174 Togo 32.9 2017 

175 Tonga 25.9 2019 

176 Trinidad and Tobago 0.7 2011 

177 Tunisia 1.8 2012 

178 Turkey NA NA 

179 Turkmenistan 0.3 2016 

180 Tuvalu NA NA 

181 Uganda 13.2 2017 

182 Ukraine 2.2 2012 

183 United Arabs Emirates NA NA 

184 United Kingdom 0.0 2019 





https://ec.europa.eu/international-partnerships/stories/2021-international-year-elimination-child-labour-its-time-step-our-commitments-and-end-child_en
https://ec.europa.eu/international-partnerships/stories/2021-international-year-elimination-child-labour-its-time-step-our-commitments-and-end-child_en
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/child-labour-statement-european-commission-and-high-representative-world-day-against
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/child-labour-statement-european-commission-and-high-representative-world-day-against
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/child-labour-statement-european-commission-and-high-representative-world-day-against
https://www.unicef.org/child-rights-convention/children-human-rights-explained


https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/crc.aspx
https://www.unicef.org/child-rights-convention/history-child-rights
https://www.unicef.org/child-rights-convention/what-is-the-convention
https://www.unicef.org/child-rights-convention/what-is-the-convention


https://www.unicef.org/child-rights-convention/frequently-asked-questions
https://www.unicef.org/child-rights-convention/frequently-asked-questions
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How is the Convention on the Rights of the Child special? 

The Convention on the Rights of the Child: 

�” Is the largest human rights pact ever signed - applicable in nearly every country in the world, 

thereby establishing a common ethical and legal foundation to enable children's rights to be 

realised. 

�” It was the first official undertaking to ensure that children's rights are protected and improvement 

in the condition of children is monitored. 

�” It indicates that child rights are no longer a choice, a matter of favour, friendliness or a show of 

compassion. The rights of children create duties and obligations that we must all honour and 

comply with. 

�” Its non-state entities have also acknowledged it. 

�” It is a reference for a number of organisations, including NGOs and institutions inside the UN 

system, working with and for children. 

�” It emphasizes that the complete development of a child is equally vital and crucial for all rights 

and that all children are valuable. 

�” Reaffirms the concept of State accountability for human rights and the related principles of 

openness and public scrutiny. 

�” Promotes a worldwide solidarity structure aimed to fulfil the rights of children. Donor nations are 

requested to offer help in regions with special needs identified; recipient countries are also 

requested to contribute foreign development aid for that purpose. 

�” Emphasizes the role of society, communities and families in promoting and protecting the rights 

of children.435 

                                                
435 supra note 418. 



https://www.unicef.org/child-rights-convention
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Enforcement440 

Translating child rights principles into practice requires action and leadership by governments. 

The Universal Periodic Review, Special Procedures, and Treaties may monitor States' compliance with 

their responsibilities in relation to children's rights. The Committee is particularly interested in 

reviewing State reports on the CRC's implementation and its two optional protocols and is competent 

to hear individual complaints from the time the Third Optional Protocol to the CRC goes into force 

in April 2014. The Special Rapporteur on the Sale of Children, Prostitution of Child and Child 

Pornography and the Special Representative of the Secretary General for children and armed conflict 

can also carry out the implementation through visits to countries and reports. 

In order to guarantee Member States' compliance with its standards, the International Labor 

Organization (ILO) maintains a surveillance system. A complaint mechanism is also in place where 

the parties can register complaints against States for non-compliance with ratified ILO standards. 

Evaluate individual complaints of breach of the national human rights treaties and of provisions on 

the protection of children's rights by the regional human rights commissions and courts, including the 

European Human Rights Court, the Inter-American Human Rights Court and the Inter-American 

Human Rights Commission and the African Court of Human Rights. 

To promote and strengthen respect for the human rights of children and juveniles across the area, the 

Inter-American Commission has created a Rapporteurship on the Child's Rights. A specific focus on 

children's rights is maintained by the Human Rights Commissioner of the Council of Europe. In 

addition, the African Committee of Experts on Child Rights and Welfare should provide the African 

Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child with others and assess the implementation of State 

reports. 

                                                
440 supra note 418. 
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Timeline of child rights441 

1924- Eglantyne Jebb, the founder of the Save the Children Fund, is adopting the Geneva declaration 

on the rights of the child. The Declaration elucidates that all people owe to children the right to: 

development involves; particular assistance in times of need; priority for support; free economy and 

protection against exploitation; and education that cultivates social conscience and obligation. 

1946- The General Assembly of the United Nations creates the International Children's Emergency 

Fund (UNICEF), with a global focus on children. 

1948- The General Assembly of the United Nations adopts a Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 

in which Article 25 enforces "particular care and help" for women and children and "social 

protection." 

1959- The Declaration of the Rights of the Child is adopted by the General Assembly of the United 

Nations, which includes recognition of the rights of children to education, sport, encouraging 

environment and health. 

1966- The UN Member States pledge that they would defend equal rights, including education and 

protection, for all children by virtue of the International Pact on Civil and Political Rights and 

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. 

1968- In the 20 years since the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was adopted, the international 

conference on human rights is organised to assess nations' development. An agenda is drawn up for 

future cooperation and national human rights obligations are reinforced. 

1973- In accordance with Convention 138, 18 for a work-oriented period may be harmful to the 

health, safety or morality. The International Labor Organisation accepts Convention 138. 

1974- Speaking about women's and children's vulnerability in emergencies and in circumstances of 

war, the General Assembly urges Member States to comply with the Statement on Women's and 

                                                
441 supra note 425. 
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Children's Emergency and Armed Conflict. The Declaration bans attacks or jail sentences on civilians 

and children and supports the holiness of women's and children's rights throughout armed struggles. 

1978- For discussion by a working group of Member States, agencies and intergovernmental and non-

governmental organisations, the Commission on Human Rights has drawn up a draught convention 

on the rights of the child. 

1979- The United Nations Assembly declared 1979 the International Year of the Child in which 

UNICEF takes a major role in commemoration of the 20th Anniversary of 1959, the Declaration of 

the Rights of the Child. 

1985- The Minimum Standard rules for the administration of youth justice set forth the concepts of 

a system of justice which promotes children's best interests, such as education and social services and 

child detention proportionate treatment. 

1989- The United Nations General Assembly approved the Convention on the Rights of the Child, 

which has received great praise for recognising the role of children as social, economic, political, civic, 

and cultural players. The Convention has been a major success for human rights. The Convention 

ensures and sets minimum criteria in order to preserve children's rights in all areas. The paper is 

designated as a source of knowledge by UNICEF that supported the draught Convention. 

1990- The New York World Children's Summit takes place. The Juvenile Delinquency Guidelines 

provide ways to reduce crime and safeguard young individuals at high social risk. 

1991- The data obtained through the reporting procedure of the Convention on the Rights of Child 

will be discussed by experts from UNICEF, Save the Children, Defense for Children International 

and other organisations. The conference led to the formal creation of the International Child Rights 

Network (CRIN) in 1995. 

1999- In its request for urgent ban and eradication of any kind of labour which could affect the health, 

safety or morality of children the ILO adopted the Worse Forms of Child Work convention (Worst 
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Article 4 

1. The types of work referred to under Article 3(d) shall be determined by national laws or regulations or by the competent 

authority, after consultation with the organizations of employers and workers concerned, taking into consideration relevant 

international standards, in particular Paragraphs 3 and 4 of the Worst Forms of Child Labour Recommendation, 

1999. 

2. The competent authority, after consultation with the organizations of employers and workers concerned, shall identify 

where the types of work so determined exist. 

3. The list of the types of work determined under paragraph 1 of this Article shall be periodically examined and revised 

as necessary, in consultation with the organizations of employers and workers concerned. 

Article 5 

Each Member shall, after consultation with employers' and workers' organizations, establish or designate appropriate 

mechanisms to monitor the implementation of the provisions giving effect to this Convention. 

Article 6 

1. Each Member shall design and implement programmes of action to eliminate as a priority the worst forms of child 

labour. 

2. Such programmes of action shall be designed and implemented in consultation with relevant government institutions 

and employers' and workers' organizations, taking into consideration the views of other concerned groups as appropriate. 

Article 7 

1. Each Member shall take all necessary measures to ensure the effective implementation and enforcement of the provisions 

giving effect to this Convention including the provision and application of penal sanctions or, as appropriate, other 

sanctions. 
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2. Each Member shall, taking into account the importance of education in eliminating child labour, take effective and 

time-bound measures to: 

(a) prevent the engagement of children in the worst forms of child labour; 

(b) provide the necessary and appropriate direct assistance for the removal of children from the worst forms of child labour 

and for their rehabilitation and social integration; 

(c) ensure access to free basic education, and, wherever possible and appropriate, vocational training, for all children 

removed from the worst forms of child labour; 

(d) identify and reach out to children at special risk; and 

(e) take account of the special situation of girls. 

3. Each Member shall designate the competent authority responsible for the implementation of the provisions giving effect 

to this Convention. 

Article 8 

Members shall take appropriate steps to assist one another in giving effect to the provisions of this Convention through 

enhanced international cooperation and/or assistance including support for social and economic development, poverty 

eradication programmes and universal education. 

Article 9 

The formal ratifications of this Convention shall be communicated to the Director-General of the International Labour 

Office for registration. 

 

8.4. ILO Minimum Age Convention 138 
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2. After consultation with the associations of companies and employees concerned, national legislation or rules, or the 

competent authority, should determine the types of jobs or work to which paragraph 1 of this Article applies.  

3. In the event of consultation with the employers and workers' associations concerned, national laws or regulations and 

competent authority may, where they exist, authorise employment or work, at the age of 16 years on condition that the 

health, safety and morality of the young people concerned are fully protected and the young person is fully protected. 

Article 4 

1. Where necessary, the Competent Authority may exclude from applying this Convention limited categories of 

employment or work in which particular and substantive application concerns occur, after consulting with the employers 

and workers' organisations involved. 

2. Each Member ratifying this Treaty shall list any category which may have been excluded pursuant to paragraph 1 of 

this Article, giving reasons for this exclusion, in its first application report, as provided for in Article 22 of the 

Constitution of the International Labor Organization and shall indicate its laws and practises in subsequent reports. 

3. Employment or employment under Article 3 of this Convention in accordance with this Article shall not be excluded. 

Article 5 

1. After consultation with the employers' and workers' organisations concerned, a Member whose economy and 

administrative facilities are not sufficiently developed, if any, may first restrict the application scope of this Agreement. 

2. In a declaration annexed to ratification, each Member which takes advantage of provisions of paragraph 1 of this 

Article should indicate branches of economic activity or kinds of undertakings to which the Convention would apply the 

provisions. 

3. Mining and quarrying, production, construction, power, gas and water supply; sanitation; transport and storage and 

communication services; and planting and other agricultural undertakings mainly produced for commercial purposes, 

excluding family and small-scale holdings for local consumption and n 3. The Convention provisions shall at least be 

applicable to the following 

4. Any Member whose area of application pursuant to this Article was restricted by this Convention 
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(a) the general position regarding the employment or work of young persons or children in activities excluded from the 

scope of application of this Agreement and any progress made toward the further application of the provisions of the 

Convention shall be stated in the reports provided for in Article 22 of the Constitution of the International Labor 

Organisation;  

(b) by a declaration submitted to the Director General of the International Living Office may at any moment formally 

increase the scope of the application. 

Article 6 

This Convention does not apply to work carried out by children and young people in general, vocational or technical 

schools or other training institutions or to work performed in undertakings by persons of at least 14 years of age when 

the work is performed in accordance with conditions specified by the competent authority, after consultation with employers' 

organisations and workplaces 

(a) an educational or training course primarily responsible for a school or educational institution; 

(b) training programme mostly or wholly in an activity whose programme, or  

(c) guidance or guidance programme, was approved by the competent authority for the selection of a profession 

or a line of training. 

Article 7 

1. National legislation or rules may allow employed persons between the ages of 13 and 15 to work for the purposes of 

light work; 

(a) are not likely to hurt their health or development; and 

(b) not to impair their school attendance, participation in vocational guidance or programmes of training 

authorised by the competent authorities or their ability to profit from education.  
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(2) National legislation or regulations may also enable people who are 15 years of age, but not yet in their compulsory 

schooling, to work or work to comply with the provisions of paragraphs (a) and (b) of paragraph 1 of this Article, to be 

employed or worked. 

3. The competent authority shall decide on the activities under paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Article where the work or 

employment may be permitted and establish the number of hours and conditions under which the employee or job may be 

employed. 

4. In any event, the Member that has used provisions of point 4 of Article 2 may replace age 12 and 14 for those aged 

13 and 15 in paragraph 1 and age 14 for those aged 15 in paragraph 2 of this Article, without prejudice to provisions 

of paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Article.  

Article 8 

1. After consultation with employer and workers' organisations, where they exist, the competent authority may authorise 

exemptions from the prohibition of employment or work laid down in Article 2 of this Convention, by way of 

authorisations granted in individual cases, for such purposes as participation in performances by artists. 

2. The permits thus given shall limit the number of hours in which employment or work is allowed, and shall define the 

terms and conditions of employment. 

Article 9 

1. The competent authority shall take all necessary steps to guarantee the effective enforcement of the provisions of this 

Convention, including the provision of appropriate sanctions. 

2. The individuals in charge of compliance with the requirements giving effect to the Convention shall be defined by the 

national laws or by the competent authority. 

3. The registers or other documents which the employer shall keep and make available shall be provided in national law 

or regulation or by the appropriate authorities;Such registries shall include the names and ages or dates of birth of the 

persons he or she has employed or work for, who have been officially attested, if possible, and who are under the age of 

18. 



 

 
 

259 Global Rise in Child Labour during the Pandemic 

Article 10 

1. This Convention shall revise, in accordance with the terms laid down in this Article, the 1919 Minimum Age 

(Industry) Convention, the 1920 Minimum Age (Sea) Convention, the 1921 Convention on Minimum Age 

(Agriculture), the 1921 Minimum Age (Trimmers and Stokers Convention, 1921, the 1921 Convention on Minimal 

Age (Non-Industry) 

2. A minimum age convention (revised), 1936, a minimum age convention of 1937 (Revised), a minimum age convention 

of 1959 (Industry) or the minimum age convention (Underground Work convention, 1965), for subsequent ratification 

shall never be closed by the coming into force of this convention. 

3. The Convention of the Minimum Age of 1919, the Convention of the Minimum Age (Agricultural) of 1920 and 

the Convention (Trimmers and Stokers) of the Mind Age (Agriculture) of 1921 is to be concluded with further 

ratification when, by ratification of this Convention or a declaration to the Director-General of the Internal Agency, all 

the parties have agreed to this closure. 

4. If this Convention accepts its duties 

(a) a Member which, in accordance with Article 2 of this Convention, has been a Party to the Convention on 

the minimum age (industry) (revised), of 1937, of at least 15 years, must include ipso jure the forthwith 

denunciation of that Convention, 

b) with regard to non-industrial work as defined in the 1932 Minimum Age Convention (Non-industrial 

Employment Convention), ipso jure shall constitute immediate denunciations of the convention by a Member 

Party to the Convention, ipso jure; 

(c) in relation to non-Industrial Jobs as defined by the Convention for the Minimum Age (Non-industrial Jobs) 

(revised), of 1937, a member who is Party to the Convention and a minimum of 15 years is prescribed in 

accordance with Article 2 of the Convention; 

(d) where a Member Party to the Minimum Age (sea) Convention (revised) 1936 has been specified and the 

minimum age of not less than 15 years pursuant to Article 2 of this Convention or where the Member specifies 

that Article 3 thereof applies to maritime employment, ipso jure shall involve immediate denunciation, 
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(e) with regard to employment in maritime fisheries, in accordance with Article 2, a Member that is a party to 

the Convention concerning minimum age for fishing (Fishermen, 1959), and a minimum age of 15 years, or 

specify that Article 3 of this Convention relates to employment in marine fishing, ipso jure shall entail immediate 

denunciation of that Convention; 

(f) the age of at least one Member who is a Parties to the 1965 minimum age (underground work) Convention, 

or the age of at least one age specified in accordance with Article 2, shall be specified in the Convention or the 

Member shall specify that such a time shall, in accordance with Article 3 of that Convention, apply to 

underground work in mines. 

If the Convention is in force and when. 

(a) shall include a denunciation, in line with Article 12 thereof, of the minimum age (industrial) Convention 

of 1919, 

(b) the 1921 Minimum Age (Agriculture) Convention in accordance with Article 9 thereof shall be denounced 

as regards agricultural activities, 

(c) the Minimum Age Convention (Sea) 1920 shall be denounced, in accordance with Article 10 thereof and 

the Minimum Age Convention (Trunkers and Stokers) 1921, as referred to in Article 12 thereof, as regards 

marine employment,  

Article 11 

The Director-General of the International Labor Office shall be informed of the official ratifications of this Convention 

for registration. 

 

Article 12 

1. Only those Members of the International Labor Organisation whose ratifications have been lodged with the Director 

General shall be subject to this Convention. 
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2. It is effective twelve months following the date of the registration with the Director-General of ratifications by two 

Members. 

3. The Convention shall subsequently enter into force for any Member twelve months following the registration date. 

Article 13 

1. A Member which ratifies this convention may condemn it by act communicated for registration to the Director-General 

of the International Labor Office following the expiry of ten years from the date of its first entry into force. Such a 

complaint shall not take effect until one year from its date of registration. 

2. Any Member who has ratified this Convention, not exercising the right of denunciation referred to in this Article, 

within a year after the expiration of the period of ten years referred to in paragraph above, shall be bound for a further 

period of ten years and may then denounce this Convention on the expiry of each period of 10 years within the terms 

provided for by this Convention; 

Article 14 

1. The Director-General of the International Labor Office shall notify the registration of all ratifications and 

denunciations communicated by the Members of the International Labor Organization to all Members. 

2. The Director General should call the Member States of the Organization's attention to the date of the entry into force 

of the Convention when they notify the members of the Organization of registration of the second ratification which they 

have received from it. 

Article 15 

In accordance with Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations, the Director-General of the International Labor 

Office shall communicate the full details of the ratifications and acts of denunciation registered by him in accordance with 

the provisions of the previous Articles to the Secretary-General of the United Nations for registration. 

Article 16 
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Admission to Employment or Work 

C138 sets a minimum working age for 15 years3, but poor nations have the option of imposing a 

minimum age of 14 as a transitional step by strengthening their education systems and economies. Of 

the 171 Member States ratifying the C138 to date, 51 set the minimum age for employment at 14, after 

consulting employer and workers' most representative organisations. In those countries, children from 

the age of 14 are allowed to work legally unless they conduct dangerous labour and have an obligatory 

education. 

Light Work 

C138 permits countries to allow minors under the required age to work lightweight. This means that 

children between the ages of 13 and 14 are considered for countries that have a minimum age of 15 

and children between the ages of 12 and 13 may engage in light work, which is defined as work which 

does not interfere with the training or ability of children to enjoy it and is not damaging. In order to 

allow for light labour, States must specify what actions and the times and circumstances under which 

they are carried out are deemed to be light work. Light work can contribute to the growth and well-

being of youngsters and supplement their education.  

Nearly half the states that ratified C138 have chosen to legalise light labour in all regions in all phases 

of social and economic development. 

Hazardous Work 

C138 Allows countries to work in hazardous situations with an exception of the age of 16, subject to 

the full protection and adequate specific instruction or training of the health, safety and morale of the 

young people affected. 

Exempting Categories of Work & Branches of Economic Activity 

C138 will also empower countries, if exceptional and substantive challenges develop when applying 

the convention, to exclude certain kinds of labour from the application of the Convention. Dangerous 

work may not be ruled out. 
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